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This message from President Gerald B« Ford to the 
94th Congress briefly explains the na jor points of his proposal and 
discusses the areas that would receive special consideration in the / 
1977 budget: energy, defense, basic research, agriculture, "space, anjl, 
health. (HLH) * / 
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

URGING ACTION ON HIS PROPOSAL TO CREATE A NEW ^ 
OFFICE OK SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY AND AP- 
PROVAL OF HIS 1*>77 BUDGET REQUESTS FOR SCIENCE. 
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To the Gongreza of the United if Mies : 

The de*>ire and the ability of the American people to seek and apply 
new knowledge ha\ e been crucial element* of the greatness of our coun- 
try throughout its 200-year„history. * 

Our Founding Fathersplaced Tiigh value on the pursuit of knowl- 
edge and its application. They supported exploration, new methods of 
agriculture, the establishment of scientific societies and institutions of 
higlier learning, measures to e*icourage_invenlion 2 an$ nie^iL* i to'pi , o* 
tectajidim*provet)ie Nation's healtli. »• . . 

* In our recent history, the Nation lja& made major investments in re- 
search and development activities to. ensure their continued jcontribu^ 
lion to,the growth of our economy, to'the quality of our lives and to' 

. the' strength of ou$ defense. Today there is mounting evidence that 
science and technology are more important than e\er before in meet- 
ing the many challenges facing us. 

I fully recognize that this country's future — and that of all civiliza- 
tuyi as well— depends on nurturing arid drawing on the creativity of 
men and women in our scientific and engineering community. 

The 1077 Budget which I submitted to tlie Congress on January 21. 

* 1976, is one measure of the importance I attach to a strong National 
effort in science and technology. My .total budget restrains Fed^ttv] 
spending to $395 billion— an increase of 5.5 percent over 1976. Btft ntjr 
Budget requests $24-7 billion for the research and development aWn- , 
ties of the yarious Federal agencies, an increase of 11 percent over my " 
1976 estimates. Included within this total of $24.7 billion i£$2.6 billion v 
for the support of basic research, alsojan increase of 11. percent. Sueh^ 
long-term exploratory research provides the new knowledge, on which 
advances ii^ science and technology depend. I urge the Cpngre^ to ap- 
prove my budget requests. 

I also, urge the Congress to pas* legislation tq establish an Office of 
Science- and Technology Policy in the Executive Office of the; Presi- 
dent. This will permit us to have closer at hand advice on the.seiejitificy 
engineering and technical aspects of issues and problems that fequir# 
attention at the highest levels of Government. * . ' - ♦ "'• ' 

On June 9, 1975, 1 submitted a bill to the Congress that would au- 
thorize creation of such an office. The director (rf this new office. wouM 
also hene as mv adviser on science and technology, separating this re- 
sponsibility froAi,thc manv demands of managing an operating agency. 
On November 6, 1975, the Hou^c of Representatives passed an liecept- 
abte bill, HJR. 10230;which authorizes. the ntfw^Qffice. On February 4. 
1976. the Senate passed a similar bill Which, with ame changes, would . 
also be acceptable. Those bills, are no\y awaitiiig-action by a House- 
Senate Confererfce Committee. Early agreement by the conferee*} on a 
workable billVill permit me to proceed without further delay in cs 
tablishingthe Office of Spience and Technology Policy, 1 

In addition to its direct support of research ancT development, the 
Federal Government has <i responsibility "to ensure that its policies* And % 



programs stimulate private iu\ estments in science and technology find 
encourage innovation in all se* tors of the economy — in in3ustrj\ the 
universities, private foundations, small business, and State and local 
Governments. TVe pursue this objective through our tax laws, coopera 
tive B&D projects with industry, and other incentive^. 

Industry and other elements of the private sector now support 
nearly 50 percent uf the^atioifs total research an,4 envelopment enort 
and we must avoid displacing these important investments. 

The role of industry is parthutorly important. In our competitive 
economic system, industry turns new ideas^frpm laboratories into new 
and improved products and sen ices and brings them to the market- 
place for tlie Nation's consumer*. Industry has built successfully on 
advanced developments of the past and provided new products and 
sen ices of ^great economic and social value to the Nation. This can be 
seen in electronics, computers, amraf^onn^^ipations. medical serv- 
ices and many other areas. ~ ^ % f 

3Iy 1977 Budget gives special attention to research and development 
for energy ,and, defense arid to basic wsesrilk $ a<Jso continues or in- 
creases support for .other important lU-e^^clj as agriculture, space, 
and health where research and development /Call make a significant 
contribution. . 1 / ? 

— In ene.rgy, an accelerated reseaujh and development program is 
vital .to our future energy independence. Hy 1977 Budget pro- 
poses $2.6 billion for energy research an&develorjment — a 35 per- 
cent increase o\er 197G. These funds, together with the efforts of 
prit ate industry, pro\ ide for a balanced^)rogram across the entire 
• range of major energy technologies..M&jor increases are proposed 
in energy eonseivation to achieve greafer energy efficiency. Addi- 
tional funding is provided in fossil JFpels.to Enhance oil and gas 
recovery, to improve the direct combustion of coal and to produce 
synthetic oil and gas from coal anftToil shal4« Expanded efforts 
are planned inl.977 to assure the safety ancLreliability.of nuclear 
power and to continue the development of breeder reactors which 
' will moke our uranium resource^ last foV centuries. My 1977 
Budget also pro\ ides for fapid i^owtlvm programs to accelerate 
development of solar and geotly^ial.onei$y and fusion power* 
— In defence, n straightened amL$gdrou$ program of research and 
development is absolutely fumu\men,taj to maintain peace in, tin? 
years ahead. Our National survey (J^)^nds on our continued tech- 
nological edge. The quality of our unitary R&D program today — » 
and decisions on its scope and maahitude-4w]ll directly influence 
fhe balance of power in the I98(rs and beyond. Obligations for 
defense jracarch and development will increase by 13 percent in 
FY 1977. to almost $11 billion. In the strategic area, the defense 
R&D program provides for continued development of the Trident 
submarine and missile system and the B-I bombfcr. SVe are pro- 
viding increases for enfea mi&lles and for defining options for 
a new inte^ontinejitaL|pll38tic jjiissile system. For our tactical 
forces, we will pursue d'finrti\fiv*of major programs ranging from 
the F-16 ancf F-18 fighter ajfrraft to $, new attack helicopter, im- 
proved air defense systems, iind a new tank. In addition vve will 
strengthen our mUitaty-rplare^ science and technology effort. The 
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combat potential of new technologies such as high energy Jasers 
be actively explored. 
— Through basic research, new knowledge is achieved that underlies 
all future progress in science and technology. My proposed budget 
provides an increase of 11 percent over my 1076 Estimates tdassure 
that the flow of new scientific discoveries .continues. Since much 
.of the Nation s basic research is carried out at colleges and univer- 
sities, I have given special emphasis to the budget request for the 
National Scieme Foundation and other agencies that support re- 
search in the*e institutions. I have requested an increase of 20 per- 
cent in XSF's funding for basic research in order to underscore 
lay strong support for such research, partic\ilarlyln colleges and 
universities, 

—In .agriculture, improving the efficiency of American food pro- 
duction i* \ital to our National weli-beingf and to help ease criti- 
cal worldwide food shortages. Sly Budget provides over $300 mil; 
lion for agricultural* research including programs to increase £rop 
yield, improve the nutrition and protein content of crops, and 
j ladp find new and safer ways to protect crops from the devastat- 
ing losses which are caused by .pests and bad weather. Matching 
State funds for research at land-grant institutions will contrib- 
ute an additional $400 million to the national effort. Within the 
agricultural research program, greater priority will be given to 
basic agricultural research which is the,key to our longer range 
objectives in food production. Our agricultural research and re- 
search undertaken by. others around the world can have a major 
» effect On the world' food situation for generations, fo coine. 
—In health, basic jund applied medical research provides new 
knowledge about causes, prevention^and cure of diseases. This 
knowledge will makb it possible to reduce the toll of human suf- 
fering, reduce expensive medical treatments, and increase the gen- 
eral level of health of our people. For the Department of Health, 
Education, awl Welfare alone my Budget requests over $2.2 bil- 
lion to pursue new si ientific opportunities relating to cancer, heart 
and lung disease, arthritis, dial>etes, and behavioral disturbances. 
It wilLalhO continue research in emerging areas of National im- 
, portauee such as immunology, aging, emironmentaHiealtli, and 
health services; , , t * 

—In space, the shuttle is the key to improved operational space-capa- 
bilities for science, defense, and industry. My 1D7T Budget pro- 
vides the netessary funds to continue development of the shuttle 
and to assure a "balanced piogram in science and space applica- 
tions, In the future, space technologies caji further advance our 
• National and worldwide needs for better communications, better 
weather" forecasting and better assessment and management of 
/ our natural resources. Scientific exploration and observation hi 
space can add immeasurably to our understanding of the uni- 
verse' around us. • h 
My Budget also prowdes funds for continued research and develop- 
ment m environment, .natural resources, transportation, urban devel- 
opment, and other fields of social and economic activity where we 
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will Mippoit »\oik that i>ho\\s> piowise in meeting the problem> of 
MUMPty and i ho new challenges we facelfe a Nation. c 
- m Prompt and fa\oiable action b) the Congress on in} proposal to 
create the new Office of Science and Teeluiology Policy and to 5y>- 
pio>e ni \ 1077 Budget ivqucfet.s au \ital to ensure that .science, en<n- 
ini'iin^ and. technology will continue to contribute effectively in 
at hieving ouT Nat ion V objectives. 

, (ihHAlJ) K. FoRI). 
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